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The Myth of the Flambeau Mine 

If you go to the website of Kennecott Eagle 

Minerals Company (a subsidiary of Rio Tinto 

of London), you will find the following Q&A: 

Q: Has there ever been a metallic mineral 
mine that succeeded in protecting the 
environment? 

Kennecott says: "Yes. Not only has there been, 
but at the Flambeau Mine in Ladysmith,Wisconsin, 
Kennecott Minerals is the company that 
successfully designed, operated, and reclaimed a 
sulfide host metallic mineral mine white protecting 
the environment from adverse impact." 

The above statement from Kennecott is 

blatantly false. The groundwater at the 

Flambeau Mine site is highly polluted, and 
we have the graphs to prove it. 
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Promises Broken: Sulfate Levels (mg/1) 
in Weii-1013C at Flambeau Mine Site 

(Weii-1013C is 610' from Flambeau River & 200' deep) 
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The Flambeau Mine pit was dug to within 150 feet of 
the Flambeau River. During the permitting process, 
people were worried that groundwater polluted with 
heavy metals would get into the river from the mine 
site. Kennecott responded by telling the people that 
there was nothing to worry about because the 
bedrock between the mine pit and the Flambeau 
River was like the 11Hoover Dam." The plaque 
pictured below was actually posted at the mine site: 

Only later did the public learn that Kennecott had lied. 
An open records request of the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources revealed that Kennecott knew in 
1989, before the mine was built, that the rock 
between the pit and the river was "fractured" and that 
the contaminated groundwater leaving the mine pit 
would "flow directly into the bed of the Flambeau 
River.'' That includes the water contaminated with 
sulfate and manganese shown in this brochure! 

Protect the Water! 

Expose the Myth 
of the Flambeau Mine 

CHERISH and DEFEND 
Wisconsin's Penokee Hills, 

Minnesota's Arrowhead Region 
& Michigan's Upper Peninsula 

If the mining industry was not able to 
keep the water clean and prevent 
long-term pollution problems at 

Wisconsin's Flambeau Mine 
("the newest and smallest copper mine in the world") 

there is no way the industry will be able to 
protect Lake Superior, the Bad River 

and other public waters at the 
monstrous new mines proposed for 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan. 
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